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e 8km long tube to be rationalised to single track

e Adaptation to modern safety standards enables use for
another 30 years

e Contract value: € 68.4 million

Vienna, 21 September 2020 The Austrian construction group
STRABAG has been awarded the contract by OBB-Infrastruktur AG
for the rehabilitation and modernisation of the Karawanks Railway
Tunnel (Lot KRT 1 Karawankentunnel — Construction Technology).
The 8 km long tube, which was built over 100 years ago, is currently
on a two-track layout. To comply with modern safety standards and
thereby extend the service life by a further 30 years, the tunnel is
being rationalised to single track only. The contract value amounts to
€ 68.4 million. Work is scheduled to last one year, including a nearly
seven-month period of full closure.

Modern tunnel — historically listed portal structures

The construction work commenced with the cleaning of the tunnel
interior. Previous renovation layers are being partially removed and
replaced with a new shotcrete lining. Existing chambers are to be
converted and remodeled into technical rooms. The entire floor of the
tunnel will be dismantled and rebuilt. Future drainage will take place
via laterally laid drainage pipes. The famous, historically listed portal
structures will remain in place and will also be renovated as part of
the project. The reopening of the entire tunnel is scheduled for
September 2021.

STRABAG SE is a European-based technology partner for construction services, a
leader in innovation and financial strength. Our services span all areas of the
construction industry and cover the entire construction value chain. We create added
value for our clients by our specialised entities integrating the most diverse services
and assuming responsibility for them. We bring together people, materials and
machinery at the right place and at the right time in order to realise even complex
construction projects — on schedule, of the highest quality and at the best price. The
hard work and dedication of our more than 75,000 employees allow us to generate
an annual output volume of around € 16 billion. At the same time, a dense network of
numerous subsidiaries in many European countries and on other continents is
helping to expand our area of operation far beyond the borders of Austria and
Germany. More information is available at www.strabag.com.
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The Karawanks Railway Tunnel will be adapted to modern safety standards.
Image credit: ©OBB/Jorg
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