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STRABAG gradually resumes work on 
construction sites in Austria 

 
 

 Agreement by the social partners enables reduced distances 
if appropriate safety precautions are taken 

 Review of each of the more than 1,000 construction sites to 
see whether they meet the requirements 

 
Vienna, 27 March 2020       Around ten days after STRABAG 
announced the temporary halt of work on its construction sites in 
Austria, the largest Austrian construction group is now gradually 
resuming its construction activity. This move has been made possible 
by a social partner agreement reached yesterday, Thursday, on 
construction-related COVID-19 protective measures. 
 
“In the coming days we will look at each of our over one thousand 
construction sites in Austria to see whether and how the health 
precautions can be kept,” says Thomas Birtel, CEO of STRABAG SE. 
STRABAG believes that the hygienic and organisational protective 
measures will be possible at the majority of the construction sites in 
the course of the coming few weeks. 
 
Nevertheless, individual agreements will be reached with the 
respective clients to determine for which construction sites it makes 
sense to resume activity given the supply chain disruptions due to the 
border closures. Those employees who cannot yet be deployed or 
are currently only able to work to a limited extent will do short-time 
work. 
 
On 18 March 2020, STRABAG had announced that it would halt its 
regular construction activity in Austria. An evaluation of the 
construction sites had shown that for many of the sites the legally 
required one-metre distance between employees could not be 
consistently guaranteed in practice during construction operations. 
 
According to the social partner agreement, the minimum distance for 
necessary work on the construction site need not be maintained, 
provided that the mouth and nose of all persons involved are 
protected and that no members of risk groups are employed for the 
task. Further agreements include occupational hygiene measures 
such as regular disinfection of the facilities on the construction site 
and organisational measures such as staggering the work over time. 
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STRABAG SE is a European-based technology group for construction services, a 

leader in innovation and financial strength. Our services span all areas of the 

construction industry and cover the entire construction value chain. We create added 

value for our clients by our specialised entities integrating the most diverse services 

and assuming responsibility for them. We bring together people, materials and 

machinery at the right place and at the right time in order to realise even complex 

construction projects – on schedule, of the highest quality and at the best price. The 

hard work and dedication of our more than 75,000 employees allow us to generate 

an annual output volume of around € 16 billion. At the same time, a dense network of 

numerous subsidiaries in many European countries and on other continents is 

helping to expand our area of operation far beyond the borders of Austria and 

Germany. More information is available at www.strabag.com. 

 


